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a boat on the dry studio lot, was the only
onc of the mob to ask where the water was!
Intelligence, then, not curls or a fake smile,
was Bobby's ticket to fame.

Even with a fabulous career in the making,
Bobby, at his parents’ insistence, was kept
in public school all through the years, “We
were determined to keep him normal, even
at the expense of stardom.” his father con-
tributes. “Bobby’s acting was like other Kids
taking violin lessons or tap dancing. A job—
nothing more.” And Bobby, today, in his
over-sized unbuttoned plaid shirt, his tapered
trousers, rolled up at the cuffs, and his sharp
suede shoes, squirms as his folks can’t help
saying they think he turned out just fine.

Right now, he’s in his second year at Uni-
versity High in Westwood, as normal and
average a kid as you'll find anywhere. And
how do his friends react to his being a celeb-
rity? “Nobody ever mentions it,” he grins
gratefully. “Why should they?* He actually
fecls relieved that his pals have him off the
hook, actorially speaking: kids this age could
make him miserable about it!

He has scads of friends. male and fewale,

and his off-screen behavior is just about the
same as yours and yours—or that cute boy's
across the street who's senior cheer-leader.
He even used to be an all-A student. “Now
I'm just average,” he admits. “To get an
A you have to put in four hours of home-
work every night.” He stretches out his legs—
“Who's got that kind of time?" Especially
with radio receiving sets to listen to, parties
to give and attend, hot-rod races to watch
and, umm, girls. “I've already gone steady
twice,” says our under-age Romeo, who
doesn’t shave yet. “Right now, though, it's
all the girls for me."”

He's preparing—in and around his teen-
age activities and his professional work—to
go to Occidental, his church’s college, when
the time comes, and his mother adds mean-
ingfully, “If he makes the grades.” To make
sure he does, he has to be in by 10 o'clock
school-nights, midnight on week ends. How
does Bobby like this strict supervision? “It's
okay, I guess,” he mutters. *Mom and Dad
are pretty fair.”

And there you have it: the care and rais-
ing of a typical American boy, who also
happens to be a movie star, and how he's
getting through the “dangerous years,” pro-
fessionally and personally. From where we -
sit, it looks like Bobby will waltz grandly
through both fields.
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