Bobby Driscoll
Got His Start
From Barber

Ty RICHARD OLSON
Citizen Moteetadnment Editor
IMovs cdoes a -year-old hoy from

an -prdinary “famlly down the

block” hecome a mavie star?
“lnow the right barbor,” is the

adviice of Clet (pronounced |
Yeleii™y Driseo!l. father of the
movis' Bobby Driscoll and a

mang who should know,

The senlor Driscoll I In Tue
EON '\}\ lih his son for the perform-
ancék here of “The Koy with a
Cart}
ghow ‘production of the Bishop's
COMmnNany, r

THEF PLAY was presented to a
capagity augdlence in the IMrst
Metffodist chureh last night and
will "he offernd twice toclay, at
64 4ind 8:15 pom., In the Cataling
Metiodist church,

Clat, who manages Bobby's In-
tordsis, #ncd the 17-year-old slar
took Hime out ruring a rehearsal
vesterday afternoon to talk about
the bappy accident of fate that
put Bobby into the movies back
in 1043,° ;

“1 used to take Bobby with me
wheny [ went to the barber's”
Clet =ald, ““The barber Kept sug-
goeting that we ought in put
Bobhy in the mowvies, My wile
and 1 didn't think mueh awbout it,
but one dav the barber said his
gon was going to bhe home on
Sunday and that he wanted hls
gon 1o see Pobby”

THAT WAS the heginning. The
g son arcanged for  Bohby:

barhei

to e seen by agents, and within |

twn weeks the Driscolls hael a
call i{n take Disbby to the MCM
sturdin, He went to work imme:
diatelv on “Lost  Angel” with
Margaret 0O'Brien.

From MGM he went ta 20th-
Ceontury-Fax, where he appeared
in “he Sillivans” Then he went
to MO, whaera he was cast in the
leading rola of "Lhe Window."
the gripping suspense movie that
wag to win him an academy
award.

Later Dobhy was signerd hy t
Wit Disnev studio, where he
made “Sp Dear 1o My Heart,
Wrepazure Tsland' and “Song o
the Seuth,” among nther pictures.

fobhy's last picture, marde gt
the age of 14, was “The llappy
Time” with Charles Daver and
Afnrsha Tlunt. Produced by Stan.
lev Kramer, the picture was marle
for Columbia studios on a loan-
otit from Disnev,

AOVIES, RADIO and television
81l are familiar fields to Bobhv,
bt his eurrent venture is strictly
new. Bohhy's been  with the
Bizhop's company approximately
a month.

The all-prefessional  theatriea’
group, formerd as a personal proj:
ent hy Bishop Gerald KNennedy
of the Southern California-Ari-
znna - Methoclist Chureh  confer-
ence, presents plays with a re-
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Rev.

Hgious theme hut which are not
tvpreal “chuwich plays” |

“The Boy with a Cart,” for ex-
ample, wuas written by one of
Amerlea’s most successful play-
wrights, The last vy play pre-
gented  In “Tuvson Was:*The
Lady's Not for DBurning” pro-
|Ll.ut.'u.'(l hw the University of Ari-
zona dranta departiment last year,

This is Bobby's first experience
al working hefare lve audi-|
tence, amd he likes it,
VIHERE'S NOTHING

s

like
“fr's very gratifying, You can't

|see too many of the people, but

you cun see the first couple of |

rows, You can sce the expres-
gsions on their faces, That's some-
thing you can't do in the movies.”

But one of Bobby's first ap-
pearances with the Bishop's com-
pany almost resulted in his head-
ing back home. It seems some-
| ane hael Lold the church audience
that the play was tono serious Lo
permit laughter or applause.  So
ne one respended durmg the en-
tire play, and Bobby was sure it
was a total flop,

“l was ready to quit,” Bobby
sald.

FORTUNATELY, the story has
a happy ending. The audience
finally could restrain itself no
longer, anrl at the end of the play
they clapped for several minutes
straight. Bobby stayed with the
| company.

fimizh high school, get a college
education, and continue on with
his acting carveer. Ide mawy stay

sion, or make A careet
maost,

But what éifect has his movie

working to people,” Bohby Saiﬂ.\

In fact, he plans tn remain with
the Bishop's players Jor some |
time, Meanwhile Qe plans to

with the movies, go into televi-|
: of the!
stage itself, which appeals to him !

career had upon Bobby's upbring-{

ing? Except for the nccessily of
employing tutors and taking him
out of the public schools now and
then, the movie husiness has left
Bobby a perfectly normal’ Loy,
Clet said. '

IN FACT, Bobby has.a givl, as
most 17-yeur-olds do. Her name
is Loulse Kane, and she is the

SHOW BUSINESS TURNS TO THE CHURCH
Richard Dunlap (left) talks with Bobby and Clet Driscoll
yesterday at the First Methodist church.

daughter of Joseph IXane,
dlitected

produced and
Train."

] |
He has ar“hot rod" too, and

—Citizen Photo

during rehearsal

who
"Jubliee

Clet reported, Eohby halds a tro-

phy far winifhg

a sheed event aj

one of California’s “drag strips.”
“He's prouder of that trophy,”

Chet eald, *than
academy award.”

he is of the
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